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and there was danger that the discussion of it might give
rise to heated feelings and in the end endanger the whole
Triple Alliance Treaty/' m
Berchtold had promised Tschirschky that, as an act of
courtesy to Italy as an ally, he would inform the Cabinet
at Rome of the ultimatum before it was delivered to Serbia,
so that San Giuliano and his colleagues should not have
to learn of it from the newspapers, and that at the same
time he would declare that Austria in her action against
Serbia did not aim at any extension of territory for her-
self.127 But he kept neither of these promises fully. As to
giving Italy preliminary notification, he sent a series of
contradictory orders to Merey, who was sorely perplexed
what to do. In the end he had to take to his bed and send
his secretary by automobile to San Giuliano in the country
on the afternoon of July 23 at about the time the ultimatum
was being handed in at Belgrade; and even then no copy
of it was given to the Italian Minister, merely the meager
information that the Note, with a 48-hour time-limit, con-
tained a number of demands based on the Sarajevo inquiry
and aimed to protect Austria against Greater Serbia prop-
aganda.128
Berchtold likewise did not make any clear and timely
declaration to Italy or to any of the Powers that Austria
would not seek any extension of territory for herself at
Serbia's expense, a declaration such as was desired by Tisza
and by Germany.129 Thus, after having converted Tisza
on July 14, Berchtold paid no more attention to Germany's
advice in regard to Italy than in regard to publishing the
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